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Social innovation is about developing new forms of organization and interactions between the public sector, third sector, social enterprises, the social economy, economic operators and civil society, to respond to social issues. Social innovation provides new answers to social problems by identifying and delivering new services that improve quality of life of individuals and communities, implementing new labour market integration processes, new competencies, new forms of participation as diverse elements that contribute to improving the position of the individuals.

EAST NET is a systematic attempt to bring the emerging concepts of social innovation to the EP countries and to build sustainable partnerships between the EU and the countries of the area. The project addresses the issue of social innovation at large, with a particular, practical, focus however on the topic of inclusion. We wish to both foster the greater image as well demonstrate the particular benefits that may arise from practical set-ups, in well defined domains, as that of inclusion.

Truly, in social innovation new possibilities are, everyday, manifesting in an increasing number of cases and set- ups. These possibilities are far more than some sort of social solidarity, with which they are some times confused. Though of course, nothing bad in solidarity itself, which may often even act as an initial trigger, social innovation is more about the competitive advantage built around the special and diverse skills and capacities brought together by these diverse operators.

Vision and concept 

The EAST NET vision is to increase the awareness in the EP countries as to the socioeconomic development potential of social innovation and to impact upon its gradual development and uptake in the area. 

Transfer of experiences from the EU, along with analysis of the strengths and opportunities in the EP countries and massive networking and communication will be the main tools that will be deployed as the primary means to achieve this awareness and unleash this new development and co-operation potential.

EAST NET is built around three key concepts:
· Between EU- EP; analysis and priority definition as regards the required broad exchanges and communication between EU- EP in social innovation and the definition of the most promising research activities and design of new R&D partnerships

· In EP; dissemination of results and mobilization within the full value chain in the EP countries. Effectively streamlining the flow of information across all the value chain in the EP countries, including industry, government and academia and to identify opportunities and synergies 

· Between EU- EP; sustainability of the EAST NET co- operation, i.e., a one stop information service that will build on the project results and provide a permanent and beyond the project lifetime support and operation for social innovation 

Technically, EAST NET, as a CSA activity, comprises significant analysis and strategy development activities. In addition, event organization, stakeholder mobilization and exchanges hold an equal importance in the project roll out. Concern about sustainability of the project results have dictated some special effort in dissemination where a one stop shop is planned for development and launch, along a number of dissemination activities. 
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