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Topic(s) of interest: 

WATER-2-2015: Integrated approaches to water and climate change  
_ develop integrated strategies and approaches, at different spatial scales (regional, 
national, continental, global), integrating resource efficient land use, agricultural 
productivity improvements, sustainable water management and low carbon energy 
transition and analysing interactions with the existing regulatory frameworks in these areas 
and the potential barriers to implementation. 
 

Headline: 
Water footprinting in general and in particular for electricity generation 
 
 

Potential contribution: 
Laborelec/GDF SUEZ has knowledge on the currently existing water footprinting methods 
and is also involved in the WULCA initiative, together with CRIGEN/GDF Suez. This initiative 
aims at developing an internationally common accepted methodology for water footprinting 
and includes universities, research centres as well as industrial partners. Apart from 
knowledge on the existing methods, Laborelec has operational expertise in water treatment 
and management in general and in particular for electricity generation, and possess data 
related to water quantity and quality of different electricity production sites. Of particular 
interest to us is the development of water footprinting methodologies that include thermal 
and chemical composition changes that may change water ‘quality’ as it is used in industrial 
processes.  
 
In previous studies, Laborelec also used intensively the LCA methodology to assess the 
environmental footprint of different assets of electricity production and this in collaboration 
with Universities (VUB, Ulg) and private research companies (eg. TREEZE) 
 
References to the current and previous work are presented below.  
 
Partners: ETH, Quantis, WULCA, Crigen, TREEZE, .. 
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